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The Medical City Hosts International 
Confab on Stoma Rehab

The Medical City hosted the 9th Biennial 
Congress of the Asian Society of Stoma 

Rehabilitation (ASSR) in partnership with 
the Philippine Society for Colon and Rectal 
Surgery on May 12 and 13, 2016 at the 
Augusto M. Barcelon auditorium.

It was the first time the convention 
was held in the Philippines. A total of 210 
international and local delegates attended 
the event to learn from the talks and 
lectures of experts in stoma rehabilitation 
and related cases from across the Asian 
region.

According to ASSR Director General 
Dr. Katsuhisa Shindo, the scientific 
program focused on providing an intensive 
study on the various aspects of stoma 
rehabilitation. It also aimed to enrich and 
deepen the scientific basis of ostomy care 
while developing and strengthening ties 
among all delegates from participating 
countries.

Congress President Dr. Manuel 
Francisco T. Roxas said the convention 
also aimed to promote the active role of 
the Philippines, especially The Medical 
City, in the field of stoma and wound care 
for patients. 

“The Medical City wants to further 
strengthen its role in stoma and wound 
care, given that it houses one of the 

busiest stoma and wound care clinics in 
the country today,” said Dr. Roxas, who 
is also the head of TMC’s Department of 
Surgery and the Colorectal Clinic.

Congress Vice President and TMC 
Stoma and Complex Wound Care Clinic 
manager Rhyan A. Hitalla said “Ostomy 
care in the Philippines is now becoming a 
trend with more involved and interested 
nurses and other allied care professionals. 
It is where doctors, nurses, and other health 
care professionals work hand in hand as 
partners in giving compassionate and 
competent ostomy care. That is why the 
congress aspired to provide topics that 
are multidisciplinary and speakers who 
are experts in their field from different 
institutions, locally and internationally.” 

The topics discussed during the 
convention included Stoma Creation in the 
Era of Modern Surgery; Stoma Complications 
requiring Re-Operations; Updates on Stoma 
Creation: The Colostomy vs. Ileostomy 
Debate Revisited; The Importance of 
Pre-Operative Site Marking in Ostomy 
Creation; Use of Modern Day Dressings and 
Appliance in Management of Peri-Stomal 
Skin Irritation and Complications; Diet and 
Nutrition for Ostomates; Urostomies: Why, 
How, and When, and The Importance of 
Colonic Irrigation for Ostomy Patients.
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The Medical City recently treated its 
employees to an unforgettable and 

relaxing company outing in Calatagan, 
Batangas.

Right in the heart of Calatagan, lies 
Stilts Calatagan Beach Resort, which 
boasts of hectares of white sand beach 
and cottages on stilts directly above the 
water. Around 400 employees joined the 
outing held on May 26 to 27 for the first 
batch and May 27 to 28 for the second 
batch.

The TMC Human Resources Division 
(HRD) organized some fun games and 
team building activities in the beachfront 
area of the resort where the dinner was 
also held. The employees stayed overnight 
in the floating cottages and in villas and 
bungalows by the beach. Breakfast and 
lunch were served at the Sweet Spot 
restaurant where guests enjoyed the scenic 
view of the resort.

The TMC company outing was a time 
for employees and management personnel 
to bond and achieve a higher degree of 
cohesion. It was also an occasion to thank 
and reward the employees for their hard 
work and at the same time, reinforce the 
sense of culture and identity within the 
company, which manifest in the employees’ 
pride with their work and the institution 
as a whole.

Celebrating Summer’s
Last Hurrah in Calatagan



We would love to hear from you! Please e-mail your comments and suggestions to corpcomm@themedicalcity.com

Endings are Beginnings: Interns’ Send-off 2016

The Center for Developmental Pediatrics Holds
Highly Successful Preschool Congress

The Medical City had its fifth Interns’ send-
off dubbed “Endings are Beginnings” 

on May 5, 2016 at the 4th Floor Conference 
Rooms. The event marked the culmination 
of the joint The Medical City (TMC) – Ateneo 
School of Medicine and Public Health 
(ASMPH) internship program for ASMPH 
Batch 2016.

Dr. Blesilda Concepcion, Vice President 
for Professional Staff Development Office 
(PSDO), congratulated the interns for 
the successful completion of their clinical 
rotations in TMC. 

The celebration was divided into four 
parts. The first part featured testimonials 
from Dr. Keshia Duyongco (Resident of the 
Department of Ophthalmology, ASMPH 
Batch 2014) and Dr. Manolo Kristoffer Flores 
(Resident of the Section of Neurology, ASMPH 
Batch 2013). Dr. Edna Sarah Morada, head 
of TMC Medical Training Office, likewise 
commended the interns and encouraged them 
to continue their training in the institution.

The second part was the Awarding of 
Best Clinical Department and Best TMC 
Mentors led by Dr. Cenon Alfonso, overall 
year level 9 coordinator of ASMPH. Joining 
Dr. Alfonso on stage were Interns Joanna 
Violago and Marcus Romeo Javier, the batch 
heads, who gave recognition to the best 
consultants and resident mentors among 
the physician staff in TMC. 

This was followed by the third segment 

of the program – Celebrating Gains and 
Achievements -where trophies and certificates 
were given to the Best TMC Interns’ Group 
and Most Outstanding TMC Intern from 
each department. Dr. Reza Sales, Head of 
the Undergraduate Medical Training Office, 
led the presentation of the awards and 
certificates.

Geminn Louis Apostol was chosen as the 
Most Outstanding TMC Intern for the whole 
batch. Carol Joanna Violago also received a 
special medal for Leadership Award for her 
commendable attributes in leading her class 
during the entire internship rotation.

The send off party ended with the giving 
of special “fun” awards to interns, resident 
doctors and consultants. 

The event was hosted by Dr. Sales and 
Dr. Jeremiah Sarmiento from the Department 
of Radiology. (Bessie H. Carambas)

Chair of the Department of Orthopedics  Dr. Rafael Claudio 
with the Interns awarded as Best Group in the Department 
of Orthopedics

Past Chair of the Department of OB Gynecology            
Dr. Rowena Rivera (also awarded as Best TMC 
Mentor) with the Interns awarded as Best Group in the 
Department of OB Gynecology

Vice President for PSDO Dr. Blesilda E. Concepcion and 
Dr. Cenon R. Alfonso with the Chair and representatives 
from the Department of Radiology, awarded as one of 
the Best Departments during the Interns’ Send off 2016

The Medical City Center for Developmental 
Pediatrics (CDP) and the Center for 

Patient Partnership (CPP) held a successful 
5th Season of the Preschool Congress on 
May 25, 2016. 

The congress dubbed “Breaking Myths 
on Learning: Setting Children Up for Success” 
was held at the Greenhills Christian Fellowship 
Auditorium and was participated in by 457 
parents and preschool teachers. 

The topics discussed were Setting 
Children up for Success (Breaking the Myths 
on Learning and Molding the Brain for Lifelong 
Learning) and Learning and Digital Media 
for the morning session, and Optimizing 
Learning and The Learning Environment for 
the afternoon session.

Subtopics for Optimizing Learning 
included Appreciating the Learning Styles 
of Children and Matching Parenting Styles 

to Motivate Learning. The last topic was 
definitely not the least since it provided more 
information about the Learning Environment 
which included Learning in the Home, Learning 
through Play, Parental Role in Supporting 
Learning in School, and other activities to 
support learning.

The CDP team of Developmental-
Behavioral Pediatricians Drs. Stella Manalo, 
Ma. Theresa Arranz-Lim, Jacqueline Navarro, 
Lourdes Bernadette Tanchanco, Pablito Planta, 
Jr., Jan Harold Sia, and Kaye Napalinga were 
all well received by the attendees.

On its fifth year, the Preschool Congress 
continues to be relevant and important amidst 
the changes affecting the development of 
the preschool child. The CDP will continue 
this advocacy as it plans to hold many 
congresses in the future to continue to fulfill 
its mission to develop children’s potentials 
through partnership.

Left photo: The CDP team of Developmental-Behavioral Pediatricians (Standing) Drs. Jan Harold Sia and Pablito Planta, Jr.; 
(Seated from left) Drs. Kaye Napalinga, Stella Manalo, Jacqueline Navarro and Lourdes Bernadette Tanchanco
Right photo: Participants of the Preschool Congress Season 5 “Breaking Myths on Learning: Setting Children Up for Success”

About CDP
CDP is the first in the country to offer routine developmental screening and monitoring of children from 0 to 8 years old. This ensures that they will get all the help and guidance they need while growing up.
The Center offers a complete range of services for children, from developmental and feeding screening, to therapy services. For more information, visit CDP at Room PGR 16, Ground Floor, Podium Building, 
The Medical City or call 988-1000 or 988-7000 ext. 6630.


